Early signs and symptoms of intracranial complications of otitis media in pediatric and adult patients: A different presentation?
The aim of this study was to review the clinical presentation and early signs and symptoms of otogenic intracranial complications (OIC) in children and adults. retrospective chart review. The medical records of all children and adults admitted in our center with OIC during the period 2008-2017 were reviewed. Data concerning clinical presentation, treatment and outcomes were reviewed and analyzed. We included 47 patients with OIC: 21 children (range 1-13 years) and 26 adults (range 22-71 years). We included more patients with acute otitis media than with chronic otitis media (children 5% adults 19%, all with cholesteatoma). In children; the most common OIC was central cerebral venous thrombosis. In both children and adults; otogenic symptoms such as otalgia and otorrhea were present. Children presented more frequently with headache and nausea. Adults presented more frequently with decreased consciousness. Hearing loss was the most common long-term sequel. Three adults died. In our series, we found that OIC in children present as 'mimicking meningitis' (e.g. nausea and vomiting). Adults on the other hand have a clinical presentation 'mimicking stroke' (e.g. neurological deficits and decreased level of consciousness). In children, sinus thrombosis was observed more frequently than in adults. Despite the low mortality rate, death still occurs. Long -term sequelae most frequently include hearing loss in children as well as in adults.